
1) Show students 5 professional examples of 1st lines for The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-time (see below **), demonstrating the different ways 
they can be written e.g. factual; a pun or something witty; a question; a 
metaphor, a summary of the plot …

2) Discuss which opening line they like best/least and why.

3) Students write their own 1st line for a production that the whole group has 
seen.

4)  Students exchange their 1st lines with a partner who suggests (in writing) 
one improvement.  The edit should improve clarity and meaning, and in 
general the sentence should end up shorter.

5) Swap lines again attempting to make one further improvement – this time 
to their own original line.

6) Hear a selection from the class as a whole, hearing the 1st and 3rd versions.

Start with a 
catchy opening line

Switch and Edit -  KS4 & 5

TEACHER-LED EXERCISETIP 3TIP 3



“How to adapt novels for the stage?  Following a fi ne old 
tradition of absorbing fi rst person narrative into a third 
person drama, playwright Simon Stephens does for Mark 
Haddon’s brilliant cult novel what David Edgar once did 
for Nicholas Nickleby”  

- Michael Coveney

“It doesn’t matter a damn what I or my colleagues say 
about this adaptation of Mark Haddon’s bestselling novel. 
Last night it was greeted with a great roar of approval.”

- Michael Billington

“Mark Haddon’s bestselling novel about an autistic 
teenager in Swindon is not only a set text in schools – 
according to the author it is also offered to the police 
and social workers as a guide to understanding Asperger’s 
syndrome” 

- Patrick Marmion

“Simon Stephens’ clever adaptation of Mark Haddon’s 
bestselling novel about a teenage boy with Asperger’s 
syndrome is like a cute dog that leaps up and wants to lick 
you all over” 

- Lyn Gardner

“From its jaunty title you might think Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time is a comic mystery tale. Mark 
Haddon’s novel, adapted here for the stage by playwright 
Simon Stephens, is in fact a story about a mentally disabled 
teenager from Swindon who runs away to London after his 
neighbour’s dog is stabbed to death with a garden fork” -  

Quentin Letts


